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privilege, appro\·ed Feb. 2, 1856, on its sccontl reading, taken 

upThc following amendments proposed by the Judiciary Com
mittee, were adopted: 

1st. Insert the word "Judge" after the word "County," in 
line 6, section 3. 

2<1. Strike out ''firn" and insert "fonr" in line 9, section 4. 
3d. In section 5, line 12, insert the word ;'or" bctwee:n 

"Court" and "County," and strike out the wonls "J usticc ,1f the 
Peace or l\fayor of any city or incorporated town." 

4th. After the word "County" insert "Judge," in line 13, 
section 9. 

5th. Strike out all of section 2 of the bill. 
Senator Boyd moved to strike out from the bill ~:rour hun

dred" and ins()rt "siK hundred." 
Motion lost. 

, Scnaj;or Stell moved to amend by insrrting the worcls "for 
money'' after the word "games," in section 1st. 

Motion laid upon the table, upon :notion of Senator Guinn. 
, . Senator Saufiey moved to strike out "four hundred" and in
sert "two hnmlretl and fifty." 

'l'he yeas and nays being called, upon motion of Senator Cook 
to taLle the proposed amcnument, stood thus: 

YEAS-Senators Blount, Boyd, Bumpass, Durney, Cook, 
Coppedge, Guinn, Nelson, Ncyhmd, Randolph, Shannon and 
Truitt-12. 

NAYS-Senators Braswell, Brown, Cooley, Dnlrym plc, Fos
CU\O', Jowers, Knox, Littleton, McDade, Parker, Heconl, Reed, 
Sauffo_y and Y urbro-14. · · 

Motion lost. 
Sena tor Reed moved to amend tfie amendment by inserting 

the words "specie, or its equivalent in currency." 
Pending the adoption of the amendment, 
Upon motion of Senator l\'IcDade, the Senate adjourned until 

Monday morning at 10 o'clock. 

SENATE CHAMB~R, t 
. September 3, 1866. f 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 
Roll called-quorum present. 
Journal of yesterday read and adopted. • 
Special message received from his Excellency the Governor. 
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Petition from citizens of Harris county, in the cit.y of 
Houston, condcnmatory of the course of Hon. J. T. Brady, 
member of tho House of Representatives from Harris county, 
on the passage hy the House of Representatives of a bill to al
low a railroad to connect with all depots in the city of Houston, 
was re:id, and upon motion of Senator Burney the communica
tion \,~as reforre~l to Committee on Intemal Improvements. 

Also, a memorial from the citizens of Harris connty in refer
ence to the pr,)posed extension of the eorpornte limits of tho 
city of Gu.lveston. 

Upon moti1m of Senator Foscue, it was referred tL) Committee 
en Internal Improvements. 

Ser1ator Bnrney presented a memorial from citizi:ns of Bosque
ville, MeLennan county, asking th;it the sale of intoxicating 
liquors be prohibitod within four miles of Bosque College. 

Reforrecl to Com:inittee on Euucfttion. 
Senator Dalrymple presented a petition from sundry citizens 

of Salado, in Bell county, asking the passa:;e of a law prohibit
ing the sale cf intoxicating liquors within six miles of Salado 
College. 

Petition r 'ferrcd to Committee on Education . . 
Senr1tor •rruitt, Chairman of Committee on Private Land 

Claims, made the following report: 
'rhe Committee on Private Land Claims, to wlwrn was re

ferred a bill entitled "An Act for the relief of "\V m. Berryman," 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
to repnrt the same back to the Senate and recommend that it 
<lo not pass. 

Respectfully submitted. 
JAMES 'l'nun'T, Cha!rrnan . 

.Report received, to come up in order. 
Sern1tor Record, Chairman of Committee on J ucliciary, re

ported a bill to relieve John Henry Bullard from the disability 
of minority, and recommend its passage. 

Report received, to come up in order. 
Senator Neyland, Chairman of Committe on Engrossl'd Bills, 

reported as correctly engrossed a bill to incorporate the Su,n An
tonio Commercial Ulub. 

Report accepted. 
Senato1 Cook offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Freedmen be instructed to. 
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fake under comidcrn.tion nn official letter, written by Brc·Yct 
:J1njor Gencrnl Kiddoo, Assistant Commissioner of the Frrcd
man's Bureau. for the State of Texas, nnder date .Ang. 8, lSt)G, 
and mldrcssed to his chief, :Mrtj. Gen. Howard, at \Vashingb:1, 
D. c.· 

'rhr,t the attent.ion of said committee be specia1ly clirecfrrl to 
that portion of said letter which rcfkcts so m·cmgfnlly and inju
riom,ly upon our citizens, as the persecutors and murderers .,f 
frcedmcn. An<.l thnt said committee report resolutions exprC's
siYe of the sense of t.hi:> body c0n('eming said lettc!·, and tlrn Sl'
rious injury wl1ich its uncontrn1licted st,ttcmcnts are calculat1:Ll 
to lnfog upon our St1;to aid its pcopk 

Resolution acloptcll. 
U pc1n motion of S1.mator Burney. the Special l\Iessage from 

his Excdlency the Goyornor was taken up and read: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, ? 
AvsTr~, Sept. 3, 1866. ~ 

Gentlemen of tlte S('nate and House of Representatives : 

In the preparation of my rc;;nhr communicettion, want of 
time preclrnlorl the presentati,m of s·~veral snl(jeets of imprJr
tance, to which I now proposu to cn.11 your attention. 

AMENm.IEXT OF TAX J,A "\YS. 

By reference to the report of the Comptroller it will be seen, 
that near one-third of the patented land of the State is not 
rendered for taxation. 

Such laws should Le passc<.l as wili not only secure the h::i.ck 
Llxcs on these lands, but will insnre the future collection of the sa111e. 

'l'he Comptroller is prepan'd to submit such plan as will in 
my opinion, prove successfnl, and I suggest that the appropri

':> ~e committee confor with that oflicer in maturing the necessary 
in.ws upon the subject of taxation. 

HEC£IPTS AND EXPENDITCUE3 OF PROVISIONAL GO\'ERN:UENT. 

Accompanying this you will find statements from the Comp
troller upon severr.l important subjects. One exhibits the re
ceipts and expenditures of. the Provisional Government from the 
13tl1 October, 1865, to the 13th August, 1866. 'l'he total re
ceipts going to the Stute reYenue account, amount to $34-1:,-
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4-!G 30. Tho expon<litnrcs, amount to $233,293 80. There is 
still due the Provisional District Jndgcs and Attorneys, and to 
Clerks aml Sheriff..,, for fees in felony cases, about $1.5,000. 
Afrcr payment of these officers there will remain in the 'l'roasury, 
of funds derived from the Provisi1mal Government, about $96,000. 

It is proper to observe, that of the funds ~oing into the '.l'reas
nr,Y clnring the period mentioned, there was derived from ta:;::a
ti-:m, $:227,197 G4, an<l of this amount e4,t:i76 59 was specie. 
'flie remainder of the receipts accrued principally from the sale 
of U ui tod States five per cent. bonds, an<l coupons. The state
ment of the Comptroller '"ill explain fully the sources from 
which tho varions amounts paid into the 'l'rehsury were derived, 
a.ml a1so furnish sa,tisfactory information in regard to tho war
rnn ts drawn and on what account, by that officer, and .paid by 
the 'rreasurer. 

PUBLIC DEBT. 

I especially ca11 your attention to tho statements showing the 
mnou!Jt and character of thu imldJteclncss of the State. Br the 

. action of the Convention all the outstamling ten per cent." war
rnnt~, and State bonds issued for scn·ices rendered, or expenses 
incurred, since the 28th January, 1861, arc repudiated. 

'11
0 a proper. unJerstanding of this qncstion it must be kept 

in mincl, tlfat under a previous law, parties who held ten percent. 
warrants were permitt.ecl to return them into the Trea~.nry Lr 
cA.ncellation, and to receive eight per cent. State bonJs in their 
stead. About $16,000 in principal and interest were thus 
ahsorbetl. A subsequent law authorized the funding of all kind 
of outstanding warnmts, including such as were issued prior to 
the ':28th January, 1861, as well as those after that time. Under 
this law 294 bonds of one thousand dollars each have been issued. 
Of these 294 bond~, it is estimated that abcut the sum of $92,000 
of the ten per cent. warrants, which are acknowleged by the 
C0nvention as 1:1. subsisting debt against the State, have been 
ausorbecl. 

It will also be seen, by reference to the accompanying state
ments, that ten per cent. warrants amounting to $217,469 51, 
were cancelled, and non-interest warrants issued in the place 
thereof. 

'rherefore, yom h.morable body will at once see the necessi ~y 
that exiAts of calling in every class of this outstanding dcbt
tho boncls t<m per cent. and non-interest warrants-in orcler that 
the i•ortion of them acknowleged by the Ordinance of the Con-
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vr.ntion may be nscertaincd, and some provisian mn,<le for funding 
an<l pr.ymem of interest. . 

From the best dabi I can obtam I suppose the amonnt that 
will have to be provided for will not exceed 6·100,UOO. I re
commend .the appointment of an Auditor, who, in conj1'.nctiun 
with the Com11troller, should act r..s a Board to detenmne the 
valid cl<iims aµ;ai1~st the State. And, in this connection, I :rng
gest the passage of a law requirin.g the holders of each c:la.ss ?f 
the liabilities to which reference is made to present them w1tl11n 
a rriven time for auditing, that the State may ascertain the 
a~unt of indebtedness, and plrice the same in such position 
that proYision may be mack for the payment of the principal and 
interest thereof. 

I believe it wuultl be best to nuthorizc the Amlitorial Bo?.nl 
to issue State bonds in amounts of one lrnmlrcd dollars and 
upwards, but always preserving even numbers for all that class 
ot <leut recognized as vnfal; the bonds to bear 8 per cent. interest, 
i1ayahle semi--~rnnually in specie. I know of no other means that 
can be successfully resorted to in order corL"ectly tn ascertain the 
debt, except throu;;h the operati@s of an Amlitorial Board; and 
the systPm of funding in eight per cent. bomls, I am clearly of 
opinion is best. 

The action of the Convention in ropncliating the civil debt 
created during the war, w11s, in rny judgment, an error, and will 
greatly effect the credit of the State. 

For this, as well as other propei' reasons, cwry effort shonlcl 
be made l>y the Legislature to restore, and bring to the highest 
possible standard, the State credit. 

By funding the outstandin~ debt, allowing the l>ontls to nm 
for ten years, redeemable earlier, at t~c option of tho St.ate, ·with 
8 per cent. interest, prom11tly paid, and its payment proviclctl for 
by the levy of a special tax to meet the intcr('r2t and;absorb a 
certain amount of the principalcvery year, or by creating a. 8inking 
fond that will discharge the whole amount whn1 due, we can 
make Texas bonds as good, and as eagerly song-ht after by those 
wishing to invest, as any State bonds ever issued. 

It has been suggested th:i.t the outstanding warrants cn,n soon 
be absorbed, by rcceivin~ them for tttxes. This ii; true, but it is 
not proper to authorize it,·until they have been passed upon l1y 
authority competent to determine their cbarn,.~ter nnd validitv. 

'fhe authorizi~g of thci.r payment for taxei; would greatly 
derange the momed 'operat10ns of the State; but if vou ::wree 
with me as to the propriety of funding, I would a<lvi:~e th; re
ception of the bonds and matured coupons in payment for lands 
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or hincl scrip, at moderate pfr~es, and making the matured cou
pons r.lso receivable for taxes ancl all Government dues. 

I have diRcussecl this qnestion at some length, bec11use I am 
impressed with the necessity of making an effort at the earliest 
moment for protecting aud clernting the credit of the State. 

IlEVISION OF THE L:l WS. 

By reference to an act of the IJegislature of May 27th, 1864, 
it will he seen that a_ revision of the laws was provided for. 
U oder this act Gov. JHnrrah appointe(~ Judge L. A. 'l'hompson, 
of Galveston, to perform the work, and I lenrn that he has 
rnride some progress. I desire that yon will take such acticn 
in regard thereto as you may deem })roper. 

Counccted with the subject of the rcvi1:1ion of the laws, it is 
proper for me to say, that I have received from George \V. Pas
ehal, Esq., a large number of the proof sheets of a Digest, pre
pared by him, of the laws of this Stnte, with notes on the de
cisions of the Snprerne Court. Mr. Pctsch:i.l informs me that 
his work will soon be out. I have not had time to bestow care
ful attention upon thnt portion which is sent, but from a cursory 
examination given it some years ago~ from the opinions of a 
nnmbcr of eminent legal gerdcmen, the wcll-l;:nown ability and 
industry of the author, nncl the knglh Cif time he has been en
~aged upon this wo,·k, I am satisfied it Rill prove a great act111i
:>ition, and I recommend it to yonr notice. 

I mu not 1dvised how for the plan of this work and that being 
prepared by :Mr. Thompson, will con:fiict, and I respectfully rn
qncst that the snl)jcct be referred to your n,ppropria.te commit
tees. It is highly important to the interests of the lwople, 
owing to the imperfections which exid in our i)rescnt Digests, 
that a complete rnvi1don of '.'the hl\n1 be made, nnd i:;peedily 
distrilmted: and if the book of Mr. Paschal is ns valuable as it 
i,,: reprcs:nted to be, it may he well i11 any event, that the State 
shall snbscribe for a 8ufficient numh:r of copies to supply snch 
State uncl county offii::er:> as are c'mnect2cl with the administra
tion of the laws. This will enable you, without detriment to 
the interest of the State, to enlarge or modify the !abor npon 
which Mr. 'fhompson is engr.ged, and give him greater time for 
its completion. 

MR. SAYLES' TTIEA'l'lSE. 

Accompanying I also trnnsmit to yon :i communication re
ceived from John Sayles, Esq., with a synopsis of the contents of 
a 'rrcafoe prepared by him upon ~he "civil jurisdiction of Ju::;-



104 SE~ATE JOURNAL. 

tices of the Peace and County Courts in the Stat0 of Texas,'' 
too·ethcr with the opinion of several eminent jurists wl10 han~ 
e~~minetl the manuscript. I do not doubt th\it it will be of 
great advantage to the clasQ of officers fur whose hcncfit 
it is intended, as well as of great service to the public. I re
c0mmcnd tha.t an appropriation be made of snft1cicnt amount to 
enable the State to supply a number of copies to each county. 

PUBLICAT!OX OF DC:C[SIOXS OF SUPHB£E COURT. 

So great a length of time has elapsed since auy of the de
cisions of the Supreme Conrt h:wo been publishctl, tliat it be
comes necessary, you shall exn.minc into the subject and pro\·ide 
a suitable appropriation for that purpose. 

I recommend, on the scorn of economy, that these dcei:;inns 
should b·~ condenseJ, or, that only such should be publisheJ as 
are of a leatling or important character. 

Your J ncliciary Committees, however, will be pn·parcd to pre
srnt a better plan than any I can suggest. In lcgi~bting upon 
this suhjcct, you will have to take into considcrat.ion the incrrnsed 
cost for such publication, which I learn is much greater tlrna 
formerly. 

1\lILlTL\.. 

Prover and cfficirnt lnws for the organization of the militia 
should engage your attention. I presum0 the net of Feb. 14, 
1860, is still in force, but it is cu:nbrou:c::, nnd in my jutlgmet;t 
needs revision. 

SCHOOL FUND AND RATLIWAD BONDS. 

Under the old Constitution, one-tenth of the annual reYenue 
. derivable from taxation went irito •the common school fun<l. 

'l'he amendment to the constitution on the :mbject of ednca.tioa 
nboli;;hed this provi;;ion. 

'l'hcre is a doulit in the mind of the Comptroller as to hitt 
<luty in wit.hholding one-tenth of the revenne from the schoul 
fond. I have no doubt as to the intention c;f the Convention 
and in the absence of any enactment by the Leo-i;;lature on th~ 
subject, should consider it the duty of the Com1::l:ro1lcr to place 
the whole amount of taxes collected in 1866, and hereafter to 
t!1e S~ate revenue acrnunt. I invite your attention to the qt;cs
t1on, m order that such measures may be ado11ted as \Yill lcave 
no room for doubt. 

I transmit for your in.formation, from the Treasurer, n fitatc
mcnt of the amount of bonds due the comrnon school fond froi:1 
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the railroad companies of the StrLte, thr.t arc so irnk1ted; also, 
the amom1t of principal an cl in tcrcst heretofore paid, togctlwr 
\Yith the nmount of iutercst still clue. 

It. will be ob:scn·cd that the bumls amount to $1,SlG,500, 
nnJ n.re entitled to a crellit of $35,520, paid in a'> a :>inking 
fond under an exi:;ting law, leaving balrmee due on vrincipal of 
the bonds $1,753,317. 'l'he amount of in terl'st paid is ~i3D6,
::!:2!) SO, bwing interest <lne up to l\1an:h 1, 1867, of $403,572 
77. 'rhe 'rreasnrer':; statements will explni:i the preci~e sum 
due from and paid by each compnny. 

I i1wite your attention to the question whether the hw~. in 
force shodd ue applied to the companies at once, or further 
time b0 giYen them for the payment of the amount \vhi.::h is 
due. 

:t.HSUTE HEN ON FRONTIER. 

Governor Hamilton authorized the organization of three com
rrtnies of minute men on the frontier. At the fone of giving 
1he perrnis::;ion, he distinctly 11nnounced to the counties whl'rL· 
the orgai11zations wcrs allowed, tliat the parties performing the 
serdce wonld havo to rely upon the Lcg"'it;lature to provide for 
t!w payment of the same. 'l'hcre is no tjue~tion as tu the uuCL':O
sitv \vhich calll:d for this orikr. As :o the cbarnctcr of service 
pc;:formc<l I am not advise.cl, except hy tho statement of the 
officC'rs of one of the cornpnnieR, and the returns herewith en
closed fur your im·estigation. I presume the service ·was ren
<kn:Ll, and was as effoctual as could be expected under the cir
e~un~tances .. 'l'he estimate maL1c by the Comptro11er to pay the 
Rame, amounts to $4,503 50. I r;;commend an approp1fation fur 
that pmpuse. 

:t.IARRB.GE OF PERSONS OF cor.on. 

I invite your attention to the suuject of establishing liy law 
proper domestic relations among persons of co1or. A Jaw should 
be passed recognizing those who li1'e together and are so reputed, 
ns mmTiNl, and future maniages shonltl he iu accrmlnnce with 
f'Xisting laws. The laws applicable to white people in n·ganl t'o 
adultery should apply to them. 

YAGRA~UY, &C. 

As regards vagrancy and apprentices, there sl:onhl be rufoptecl 
a more comprehcnsfre system than is now niforded by our stat-
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utes. The counties shoultl be required to provide for such por
tion of their population, white and black, as are unablr, from a;;;e 
or di~abi1ity, to cam a living, when such persons have no par,:nts 
or chil<lrcn able to care for them. A few persons of color lmve 
been Teported as lunatics to the Snperintendnnt of the Lmmtic 
A~ylum. Hunrnnity requires legislation at your hands for th<.!ir 
safe keeping and protection. 

ALABA:MA IXDU1'S, &C. 

By an act of the Legislature, approvccl Dec. 30, 1861, the 
Gtm:rnor i::; authorized to appoint an ::igcnt for the Alabama rtrnl 
Cooslrnttie Indians, at a Sftlary not to exceed. four huntlrcd dl)l
brs iwr nnnum. If it is intended that this law sh:tll be carrit:d 
ont, provision ;;honld be nmde to pay the agmt contemplated 
therein, and the agent. should be required to look after the inter
ests of the Muscognes, who live in the s:1me ncit;hborhoocl. 

I am not acqtrninted suiHciently with the condition of these 
Indians to offer any sugg'O!stions as to the propriety or nc~cessi ty 
of keeping up this a~ncy. 

AGRICULTUP.AJ, COLLEGES. 

By an act of Congn'ss, 1111,sscd July 2, 18G2, a donati1)n of 
land is Inade to the several States for the purpose of establishing 
coHl'ges for the Lenefit of agricultural and mechanic arts. 

Owing to the situation of public affairs, as connected \vith this 
State, no opportunity has been afforded by which it cou1cl signify 
its desire to accept the donation,.accordincr to the prO\'Isil)nS of 
the act. Presuming, howe\cer, that Congress will extrnd 1 he 
operation of the htw to all the States, I advise such actinn on 
the part of the Legislature as will ensure, in such event, th0 
benefitfl of the law to Texas. 

U.:-i'ITED STATES DIRECT TAX. 

I ha\'C been offieially informed by Ilo1)ert K. Smith, Pre,,i
dent of the Bo1ml of United St.ates Tax Commissioners for 
Texas, that the collection of the Direct Tax, levied by i1ct of 
Congress of An;;ust 5th, 1861, and the amendments tlw1 t:t.1, 
l1 pon this State, has been suspended nntil the 1st J:tnnary, 18 ~8. 

'l'he time allowed will enable the Lcgisbture, at its next r1:.~·
u1ar session, to provide for the payment of the amount nn:.:ol-
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ledcd, nnd to make 1)ro:i_)er adjustments in regard to that which 
has alrea1ly been paid. . 

'i'his is a mca:<tll"c of great relief, and will pro1_1ucc a good 
effect on the minds of the pc(1plc. lt giws an assm:rnce that 
tlv; an thoritius h:m~ a just regu nl for their di.strc~sed peclrn iary 
condition, aml I foel sure it will ue prnpt;'rly apprcciakcl by 
them. 

PGDLIC,\.TIOX OF REPOHTS OF PHOYISIO!HI, Ol'FICEf.S. 

I recommend tlrnt the report of the ProYisional C.m1ptrollcr 
of Phblic Accounts, and tbe rC'ports of the sewrnl Ai:;yl111m: be 
printed. 

I would also suggest the propriety of pn1Jfohing the report of 
J\Ir. James H. Raymond to Guvcrnor Hamilton, \\'tLO tolik pos
se~sil)n of the public p1;op8rt.y, untkr rm OJ'!lcr fr0m Gl'nernl 
Granger, and who turned the s;ime OH~r to the Provisionnl offiecrs 
of the Stltte. Mr. Itrtymond's report to Go\'ernor Hamilton, and 
the report of J\ilmcsrn. Pe:ise and Palm, ftl1ll the Comptroller'~ 
report will gi\·e an account of the finallcial condiLiou (.f the 
S tltt0, from the time the Prcrvisiona t Governmtnt Wl'nt iii to 
opcnition, nntil its close. The subjects <if these seYe:rnl reports 
arn of importance to the State, and should be p1 lJfohed t:,r in
formation, as well as for preservation. 

WE.\.POKS c"rnRIED ABOUT TUE PEl!SOX 

The Bill of Bights rnyr, : "EYery citizen shn11 ha\·e the 
right to keep and bear arnrn in the lawful defcllee of himsdf or 
the State." 'l'his is an i1rnduiLblc right confoircd by the Con
stitution npon the citizen, but. it is one that is rnt'lst \\Tdchedly 
almscd. 'While I woulLl not scd::_'\o intm·forc with the rip.:ht of the 
citizen, at all times, to henr imns in defence of ltirnsclt~ bis pn•p
erty and the State, yet l tlo not concefre that it was intendetl 
hy the Constitution to conv{'Y the idea that men and boys, v<iga
honds and vngrants, were to he licensed to have arms ab1Jnt 
thc,ir pf'rsons on all occasions. Snc:h things arc to be met with 
cvvry day in the peacefnl wa:ks of lifo among the most 
qniet commu:1itie~, at chnrch and nt the school house. A law 
prohihi.:ing it might not he constitutio1rnl, and 1w~·haps would 
not he proper, hut it appears to me that a tax shonld Le levied 
upon all pi~tols and weapons carr!ed about the person, aw:l 
the right given to the Assessor, upon failure to pay such license, 
to seize upon the arms and sell them for the taxt•s. Any person 
who felt constrained to wear a weapon, of this sort, for his rcr-
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sonal protection, woukl° not think it a lrnrd~hip to pny the tax, 
and it wouLl, pcrlrnps, htwe the eff~ct to prevcn t 1 hongh tks~ 
youths ani.l others who bear them fur show or other purl'oscs, tu 
(lil'<pcnse with such nsekss orramcnts. As a nrntter of coursc, 
snc:h ta:-: should not apply to persons living on the froutil'l' or to 
trnn:lers. 

FEDEIUL TIELATW:NS. 

Sin('c mr regular communication to you, I have rccciwd the 
proclarnati~m <;f tlie Presi<lcut in regard to the re8tornti·.m oi civil 
authority in the State of 'l'e:rnl', announcing "tlint peace, 
onkr, t.ranq nili ty and civil authority, now exist.ti in aml through
on t the who!o of the United States of America." A copy of 
this proclam~tion I take gre::i.t pleasure in laying before you. 

The effect of this important Public Document, taken in con
nection with the other official acts which it recites, ancl to which 
it refers, is to <ledaro that a state of peace exists thro11ghout the 
Union, and that all acts and proclamcitions of the Government, 
,,·hose operation was to crnso upon the restoration of peace, an.· 
uo longc·r of any force and effect ; n.nJ. 1 hat the rightfl of t11c 
cifr-:c.n are here<iftc~r to h.~ determined by an appeal to the ci\'il 
authority alone 'The vrnmpt issuance of thi:; proclamatien by 
the Cliid Exccnt.i.rn of the Nation, upon the receipt of the 
official intelligence of the insttillation of the civil officers of this 
State, chosen by the pco1,le, furnishes further proof of his confi
denC'.e in our loyalty. 

This confalence in the sincerity and honor of our people 
is not misplaced, I feel a~surcd. 

And in this connection, i1ermit me to call your attention to 
the enclosed adclress and lledarntion of princi11lcs lately alloptt'll 
by the delegates from every State in tbe Union of the National 
U ni1m party, recently assembled at Philadel phia,·recei \'Cd through 
the Hon. John Ifancock, one of the Executive Committee. It 
has not been usual for tlie Executive of a State, heretofore, in 
an offieial communication, to call attention to the action of the 
Convention .of any political party. On ordinary occasions, I 
should most certainly adhere to the established usage of my 
predecessors on the subject; but the assembling, after five years 
of fearful civil strife, of delegates from every section of the 
Union, scleuted for their eminent wisdom and patriotism, for tl:i) 
purpose of reuniting the nation once ti.lore, and healing the 
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,,-ournh inflicted by the war, is an e.-ent so remarkable as to 
ahumlttntly justify me in calling your attention offici:tlly to their 
action . 

. 'l'heir a<ldrcss and c1cc1arn tion of principlrs may he fitly called 
to your attention, in connection with the official decln.rntion of 
the President, that peace exi;;ts throughout our land. It be
hooves us to meet these offers in n. becoming spirit. Let us bury 
the past, and henceforth endeavor to move forward as 'Jne people 
in the onward imth of progre~s and prosperity. 

In laying these matters before you, I s11 bmit to your better 
judgment the propriety of such suitable lrgis1rttiYe response at:1 

· will indicate the devotion of our people to the (_·l-<wernment. 
· J. W. 'l'HROCIG\10R'l'O:f. 

Senn, tor Jowers mover] that the different portions of the mrs
sage be reft>rred to the appropriate cornrni~tecs, and that 1,500 
copies in Engli:;h, 250 in t)panish, and 250 copies in German, lie 
printed. 

The yeas fLncl nays being called on the motion to print, stood 
thus: 

YEAS-Senators B1:a8we11, Boyd, Drown, .Cook, Coppedge, 
Foscue, Jowers, Littleton, lHcDade, Pn.rkcr, J:~andolph, Hecord, 
S:mfiey, Selman, Shannon, Shelley, Stell, 'l'rnitt and Yarbro-18. 

NAYS-Sonat.ors Blounl, Bnmpuss, Bunwy, Cooley, Dah-,ym-
11le, Guinn, Ln,no, Nelson, Neyland ancl Hecd-11. 

.1\Iotion C<trried. 
Upon motion of Se1ut0r Sanfl.ey, the vote ordering the print

ing of the message was rcconsiden:cl. 
Senator Ihlrymp1e moYcd to amcml by snbstitnting 1,000 

copies in English. Lost. 
'l~he yeas and nnys .being again called upon auoption of the 

original motion of Senator JJnnfey, stood thus: 
YEAS-Senators Burney, Cook, Coppeclgr, Foscue, Jowers, 

Knox, Littleton, McDade, Parker, Rnidolpb, Selm:,n, Shannon, 
Shelley, Stell and 'rruitt-15. 

NAYS-Scrnitnrs Blount, Ikyd, Dnmpass, Cooley, Dahymple, 
Guinn~ N eison, R::od, Sautley au<l Y arbro-10. 

JUotion to print prevailed. 
l\Iessnge from the Hou:se announcing the passage of the f01-

1uwing bills: 
"An Ket declaring A. J. Davis and J. C. Davis citizens of 

Den ton county." 
"An Act to incorpornt'.} the Dalhs l\fanufacturing Cv!rljl~tny." 
Senator Stell offered the following joint resolution: 
"..ApproYing re~torntion i1olicy of the Presicknt of the United 
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States, n,ml abo approving the action of the Philadelphia Con
vention." Head first time. 

Read second time and reforwl to Committee on Federal Rela
tions. 

Senator TvicD,1de introduced a llill to be entitled "An Act to 
iur:orporntc the Y egua Bridge Company." 

Rwd first and secornl times and re.erred to Committee on 
RonclR, Brillgcs and Ferries. 

l\Icssagc reccivell from th(1 House, annonncing the passa;;e by 
the Huu.,;e of a Senate hill transferring the estate of Allen 
Urquhart, decc:ised, from tho County IJourt of Titus county to 
the Connty C1nut of ~fariun connt.y. 

Senator Ya.rhro made the folto·win~ repo;·t: 
Ilon. Geo. W. J cnes, Pre8·ident cf the Senate: 

rrhe Committee on Commerce and 1\fonnfacturcs, to whom 
was referred a hill to he entitled "An Act amendatory of and 
supplementary to an act entitlecl an act to incorporntc t~1e Jef
ferson Insnrnnce Company," passecl Jan. 7th, 1860, havmg had 
the same under consideration, a majority of the committee have 
instructed me to report the same back to foo Senate and recom
mend the striking out of all after the fifth line in the 10th Sec
tion, and recommend the pass;ige of the bill as amended ; all of 
which is respectfully submitted. 

J. a. y ARB no, Chairman. 
Senator Foscue introduced a bill donating lanclM to chartered 

Colleges a.nd Universities on certain conditions. 
Reau first aml second times, and referred to Committee on 

Education. 
Senator Jowers introduced a bill further providing for the in

troduction of oddence in crimmal cases. 
Read fil'st aml second times, and referred to the Judiciary · 

Committee. 
Senator Reed introduced a bill to be entitled "An Act to in

corporate the vVestern Texas Colonial Land and Emigration 
Comp:rny." 

R.;,id first time by caption, ancl referred to the Committee on 
State Aff;tir:;. 

Senator Itecord, Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, made 
the fulluwing report: 
Hrm. n. H. Guinn, President pro tem. of the Senate: 

The Committee on tho Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled "An Act to repeal certain Articles of the Penal 
Code," have hacl the sam:.i under consideration, andhiave in
stnwtell me to rerort that in the opinion of the c0mmttee all 
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those portions of the Penal Code and of the Code of Criminal 
Procceclnre, which make a distinction between white men and 
sl~v:es, .Hi::> to the grade of crime, or the deg•·ce of punishment 
therefor, ·sh·1ulcl be repeale<l, and the laws so amended as to 
abc1foh anr such distinction. 'l'he bill is therefore reported 
lir1ck to the Senate with the accompanying substitute;, also, a 
bill to be f'nti'tled "An Act to amend an act entitled an act to 
est<11lish a Code of Criminal Proceedure for the State of Texas," 
and to repeal certai 'I portions thereof, with the recommendation 
of the committee that the substitute be adopted and the bill 
}litssed. J. K. P. RECORD, Chairman. 

" Received to come up in order. 
St·nat.or Record also reports as follows : 

Bon. R. 11. Ouinn, President pro tem. cf tlw Senate: 
'l'he Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 

to be entitled "An Act to repeal certain act9 therein named," 
h~we had the same 1mcler considerati(ln, and have instructed me 
to report the same back to the Senate :<tncl recommend its passage_ 

J. I\.. P. RECORD, Chairman. 
Rccefrcd to come up in order. 
lTpon motion of Senator .Jowers, the vote, referring the reso

lution, offered hy Senator Cook, to the Committee on Freedmen, 
was reconsidered; and upon motion of Senato tihelley, the vote, 
adopting the resolution, was also reconsidered. 

'l'he resolution being again before tho Senate, upon motion of 
SPnatol' Co 1k, it was amended as follows: 

Strike out the first two lines and substitute the following: 
Resolved, 'l'he Honse of Representatives concurring, that a 

committee of two, upon the part of the Senato, and three, U}JOn 

the part of the House, be appointed with instructions. 
Resolution, as amended, adoptctl. 
The President announced Senators Cook and J owors as the 

corn mi ttee on the part of the Senate. 
Senator Shelley moved to reconsider the resolution. Carried. 
Senator Jowers moved to reconsider the vote, referring Sena-

tor Cook's resolution to the CGmmittee on Freedmen. Carried. 
Senator Cook moved to 1imencl as follows : 
"And refer resolution to select joint committee." Carried. 
Amendment to resolution-resolution as amenclecl, adopted. 
Upon motion of Senator Shelley, a bill to incorporate the Rio 

Grnndc lhilroacl Com11any, was taken up, read third time, and 
imsscd by the following two-thirds votr,: 

Y EAS-Scnators Braswell, Boyd, Brown, Bumpass, Cook, 
Cool8y, Coppedge, Foscue, Guinn, Jowers, Lane, Littleton, 
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l\fc-Oade, Nelson, Neyland, Park8r, Randolph, Recd, :3:nfey" 
S•:lrnan, Shellry, 'rruitt and YarlJro-23. 
NAYs-~one. 

1 
S<mator Randolph offered the following resolution: 
Resoli:ccl, 'rlrnt it is the sense of the Se1mte that the foes 

[l.11\l salaries of all officers, which are fixed by the statuk laws 1)f 
this S1ate, should be increased at least one-third, ~ncl should be 
paid in all cases in currency. 

l'ostpone<l, :tnd ntatl.c the special order for Friday next,. at 
11 •>'clock. 

Qncstion pending, ,\·hen the Senate last adjourned, viz : • 
A bill t0 amend the 3J, 4ch, 5th and 9th Sect ions of "An A.ct 

to authorize Countv Courts to ~rnnt a license for the retail of 
spirituous liquors,· in 1prn,Btides less than a quart, with an 
amendment by Senator Sa,uflcy, striking ont $400 in Section 4, 
ancl acl<ling $250, with an amendment by Senator Heed, to a1lll 
the words" in specie, or its eqniv,ifont in currency;" 

'.rakcn up, and Senator R~led's amendment lost 
Question upon the adoption of Senator Sauflcy's amendment, 

the sttrne was put, and amendment lost by the following vote : 
YEAS-Senators Braswell, Brown,· Cooley, Dalrymple, Little

ton, lHcDa<le, Neyland, Parker, Rcir1dolph, Saufley, Selman, 
'frnirt and Yarko-13. 

NA YB-Senators Blonnt, Boyd, Bumpass, Cook, c,1ppoclge, 
Fm;cue, Guinn: N cl:-.;on, Rcco:r<l, Recd, Shelley and t:;tell-13. 

On m<Jtion of Senator Nelson, the vote jnst taken \Vas rci::on
sidcrcd by the following vote: 

Y BAS-Senators Braswell, Brown, Durney, Cooley, D:il
rymple, Jowers, Littleton, l\foDaoo, Nrlson, Neyhrnd, Parker, 
H<tndolph, Sauflcy, Se;'lman, Stell and 'rrnitt-16. 

NAYS-Senators Blonnt, Boyd, Bumpass, Cook, Coppt'dge, 
Foscue, Guinn, Record, Reed, Shannon, Shelley and Yarliro-12. 

Senator Parker proposed to strike out ''400" and insert "300." 
Sena.tor Stell moved the main question. 
On motion of Senator Bumpass, th~ call of the Senate was 

ordrrccl. 
Senator Neybnd moved to adjourn until 8 o'clock, p. m. Lost. 
Senator N cyland moved to adjourn until 10 o'clock, a. m ., to

morrow. Lotlt. 
Senator l\foD,lde moved to suspe:1cl the call. I.iost. 
A bill to amend "A.n Act concerning se'luestrations, taken 

np, read, nncl on motion of Senator DnJrymple, postponed until 
n.:xt Monday; and 60 c:0pl\)S ordered to br) printed. 
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The Senrite being full, the call was suspended, and Senator 
PMker's amendment beiiig divided, the amendment to-strike out 
was put an<l lost. 

'rhe question then recurring on the engrossment of the bil1, 
th0 Senate refused to engross it by the following vote : 

YEAS-Scmtors Blount, Boyd, Bumpass, Cook, Coppedg'!, 
Foscue, Guinn, Nelson, Randolph, Record~ Reed, Shannon, 
::)hellcy and Stell-14. 

NAYS-Senators Braswell, Burney, Brown, Cooley, Dal
rymple, J o>vcrs, Knox, Lane, Littleton, McDade, N eylantl, 
Parker, Sanfl.cy, Selman, Truitt and Yarbro-16. 

Senator Shelley moved to adjm,J.rn until 10 o'clock to-morrow. 
Lo::;t. 
A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 

that the House had passed a Senate bill allowing the Treasu:rcr 
to employ an extra clerk for six months. 

Se::ator Jowers mo"ed to reconsider the vote, refusing to cn
c;-ross thr. bill allowing Co\rnty Courts t" grant license to sell 
spirituO'Us liquors, &c. Carried. 

Senator Stell moved to adjourn until 8 o'clock, p. m. Lost. 
Senator Parker movecl to strilrn out 400 from 4th Section, 

and insert 300. Carried. 
Senator Cooley offered the following amendment : 
Amcn~l by striking out the words "throe hundred dollars,"· in 

the Section, an<l inserting therefor the follnwing : " Not less 
than fifty dollars nor.more than four hundred dollars, as <leter-
wined by the County Court." . 

Also, adding, Section 13: "It shall be the duty of the County 
Court, at its first term in each year, to determine, by order, 
entered on its minutes, the amount of license tax to be required 
under the provisions of this act ; provided, the same shall not 
he fixed at less than fiftv dollars nor more than four hundred 
tlolbrs, and shall not be" decreased during the term of one year 
after such order is made." 

Lost, and bill as amended, ordered to be r.ngrossAd. 
On motion ·of Senator McDacle, the Scnn.te adjourned until 9 

o'clock to-morrow morning. 

SE~ATE CHAMBER, ? 
s~ptember 4, 1866. ~ 

::,enate met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by' the Chap
lain. Roll called-q uornm present. Journal of yesterday read 
and adopted. 

S. J.-SIG. 8 


